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HIS LIFE AS SECRETARY 

R.   WARREN   RANDOLPH   very 
truly says: 

" One of the most touching pictures 
of the late Dr. John A. Broadus was 
given at the service'memorial of him, when 
it was said, ■ The shadow of a broken heart 
seemed to be upon him when he gave up the 
work of a pastor and a preacher for that of 
a theological instructor.' Yet he doubtless 
obeyed the call of God when he took up 
this new work, as much as when he first 
came to say, ' Woe is unto me if I preach 
not the Gospel.' In the greater service of 
teaching others how to preach he made his 
life illustrious. And so other men called 
of God to preach may, by a later call, be 
led to turn to even higher, though co-ordinate 
forms of work. 

" Thus it was with the subject of this 
sketch. Grand as the work of James B. 
Simmons was while he wrought in the pas- 
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torate, he entered a field of wider sweep 
and made still grander achievements for the 
cause of Christ, when he left the pastorate 
for the secretaryship of the American Bap- 
tist Home Mission Society. But, like Dr. 
Broadus, under ' the shadow of a broken 
heart,' he turned away from a pastorate of 
1 unsurpassed attractions,' to take a fore- 
most place in directing the great work of a 
society whose aim is embodied in the motto 
which Dr. Simmons himself originated, viz.: 
1 North America  for  Christ.' " 

As corresponding secretary of the Ameri- 
can Baptist Home Mission Society, Dr. Sim- 
mons superintended the appointment and 
paying of the missionaries in the field, and 
won golden opinions from his compeers. 
At this time there was great interest mani- 
fested by all religious denominations North 
in the condition of the four millions of slaves 
who had just been freed by the fortunes of 
war. Their ignorance, poverty, and* de- 
graded condition excited the sympathy of 
Christians and philanthropists, and large 
sums of money were given to do mission and 
educational work among them. It was not 
to be expected that the white people of the 
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South could or would do much in the way 
of educating the negroes, as that section 
was desolated by the war and its inhabitants 
were generally engaged in a hard struggle 
for the commonest necessities of life. The 
negro must be lifted up, or as a citizen he 
would prove a dangerous factor in our 
country. Other denominations were or- 
ganizing for this work, and a few leading 
Baptists were endeavouring to rally the peo- 
ple and organize them for this work also. 
Something had been accomplished in this 
line, but it was felt that the work lay prop- 
erly within the sphere of the Home Mission 
Society, an organization already formed and 
enjoying the confidence of the denomination 
North. Conflicting opinions as to the matter 
of work were reconciled, and at the anni- 
versaries at Boston in 1869, it was resolved 
to elect a secretary to have in special charge 
the education and mission work in the South, 
and Dr. Simmons, who was unwilling to 
take charge of a work for one race only, was 
elected corresponding secretary for the Edu- 
cational and Southern Department, and soon 
began an active campaign for helping the 
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South. It was at first determined that only 
funds, specially designated, could be used 
for educational work, and this made the 
task more difficult, as the people were 
accustomed   to   contribute   to   the   general 

Colver Institute, Richmond,   Va. 

work of the Society, and Dr. Simmons's 
special work must be sustained by special 
contributions. 

RICHMOND THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

His first effort was to establish a Christian 
school for freedmen in Richmond, Va., the 
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capital of the late Southern Confederacy, 
on a firm basis. Dr. C. H. Corey was at 
the head of a school called Colver Institute, 
taught in a building called " Lumpkins 
Jail," and this school was transferred to the 

Lumpkins Jail 

Home Mission Society. The school had no 
home, as the Lumpkins Jail had been rented 
for the use of the school. It was formerly 
owned by a man by the name of Lumpkins, 
a slave-dealer, and used by him as a place 
of  rendezvous for slaves, where they were 
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kept until they were put upon the market for 
sale. It was on low ground, and poorly- 
adapted to the purposes of a school. Dr. 
Simmons wanted a good building, and suc- 
ceeded in obtaining an appropriation of 
$10,000 from the Freedmen's Bureau, then 
operated by the Government, and with this 
money purchased the old United States Ho- 
tel, corner of Nineteenth and Main streets. 
From " A History of Richmond Theological 
Seminary," we extract the following: 

" The main building, which is of brick, 
fronts sixty-two feet on Main Street and 
fifty feet on Nineteenth Street. It is four 
stories high. An ' L,' one hundred feet 
long and thirty-nine feet wide, runs along 
Nineteenth Street. The building was 
erected in 1818, and it was at the time the 
most fashionable hotel of Richmond. It 
contains about fifty rooms. The property is 
said to have cost originally $110,000. It was 
purchased for $10,000. 

" After obtaining possession of the build- 
ing it was solemnly dedicated to God. In 
one of the uppermost rooms we knelt with 
Secretary Simmons, and besought God's 
blessing  upon   the  building  and  upon   the 
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work of Christian education, for which it 
was to be used. Extensive repairs were 
needed; many of the windows were boarded 
up; pigeons had taken possession of some 
of the rooms, and the plastering had fallen 
in many others of them. 

" After the duties of the school were over, 
the students in the old jail hastened daily 
with alacrity to the newly-purchased build- 
ing, and in various ways assisted in repair- 
ing it; they contributed fully a thousand 
dollars' worth of labour. They also gave of 
their own means. They went through the 
city, and from people, both white and col- 
oured, they collected $1,000. This was se- 
cured in small sums, and the list containing 
the names of contributors was more than six 
yards in length. 

" The school for a long time had been 
familiarly known as * The Colver Institute,' 
but for satisfactory reasons the more general 
name, ' The Richmond Institute,' was in- 
serted in the deed which conveyed the prop- 
erty to the trustees, and under that name it 
was incorporated by an act passed by the 
General Assembly of Virginia, February 
10, 1876." 

Dr. Simmons was a member of the first 
board of trustees, and another member of the 
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same board was the sainted H. K. Ellison, 
of Virginia, known and loved throughout the 
entire South, and for years corresponding 
secretary of the General Association of Vir- 
ginia. What a stroke of wisdom to unite 
one of the foremost Baptist laymen in the 
South with the work of building up a semi- 
nary for the negroes of the South, and that, 
too, in a day when the depth of sectional feel- 
ing was such as only a few of our older peo- 
ple can comprehend. From a letter to Dr. 
Corey, one of the purest men of his day, and 
then president of the Seminary, dated Feb- 
uary 12, 1870, something of Dr. Simmons's 
purpose, and of his idea of self-help on the 
part of those for whom he was labouring, is 
learned: 

" My heart is absorbed with a desire, irre- 
pressible and painful, to found a school like 
yours, and in a building as good as yours, 
in every one of these Southern States. To 
this grand work I must give myself. Hence, 
I shall have to leave you and your students 
the work of putting that building in order. 
Tell the students so. Lay the heavy burden 
on them. Have no scruples. Tell them I 
want to know what they will amount to when 
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they become pastors, when each one ought 
to raise from $5,000 to $25,000 alone in 
building meeting houses, if all of them to- 
gether cannot raise this small sum of $5,000." 

In another letter to the president, dated 
June 13, 1870, Dr. Simmons says, " These 
colleges for coloured preachers, like the white, 
cannot be carried along with real power un- 
less they can have the benefit of permanent 
endowment funds." 

The work that this Seminary has done in 
lifting up the coloured people and in sending 
out well-equipped preachers and teachers 
for the negroes, will never be known in full 
until the secrets of eternity are revealed. 

BENEDICT INSTITUTE 

Dr. Simmons had scarcely succeeded in 
getting the school at Richmond housed be- 
fore he was trying to found a school in Co- 
lumbia, S. C. He called on a lady in Rhode 
Island, and laid the wants of the work before 
her. She asked him for his subscription 
book, and saying that her husband was dead, 
and she wanted to be in great part her own 
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executor of her estate, put down in the book, 
$1,000, and afterwards kept adding to it, 
at one time $2,000, at another time $10,000, 
and then $10,000 more, which, with smaller 
sums, made $25,000 in all, given through 
Dr. Simmons to this institution, until Bene- 

Benedict Institute, Columbia, S. C. 

diet Institute, named in honour of the husband 
of this noble woman, was finally established 
in Columbia, S. C. Mrs. Benedict at her 
death left the greater part of her estate to 
this school, thus making it one of the best 
equipped institutions in the Palmetto State, 
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with an endowment of more than $100,000. 
It is now called Benedict College. 

LELAND UNIVERSITY 

Dr. Simmons knew a man living in Brook- 
lyn, Holbrook Chamberlain, who had his 
heart set on building a Christian school for 
negroes in New Orleans, the largest city 
at that time in the South, but Deacon Cham- 
berlain was so radical in his views as to 
methods, that he was unwilling to co-operate 
with the Home Mission Society in its work. 
Dr. Simmons visited him and they talked 
and prayed together over the matter. It was 
finally agreed that they should visit New 
Orleans together and look over the field, 
which they did. They found a splendid 
location in what is known as Carrollton, the 
best part of the city, and Deacon Chamber- 
lain finally agreed to put in $12,500, if Dr. 
Simmons would, on behalf of the Society, 
agree to do the same. The proposition was 
accepted; the property was purchased, the 
deed presented to a board of trustees, rep- 
resenting the different ideas in methods, and 
the institution, called Leland University (to 
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perpetuate the maiden name of Mrs. Cham- 
berlain), began its career of usefulness. 
Deacon Chamberlain left the greater part 
of   his   property,   amounting   to   more  than 

Leland University, New Orleans 

$100,000, to the University. By the wise and 
conciliatory policy of Dr. Simmons, con- 
flicting views were harmonized, and this 
valuable institution was kept under the con- 
trol of regular Baptists. 
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SHAW UNIVERSITY 
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On the way to New Orleans, Dr. Sim- 
mons stopped off at Raleigh, N. C, to look 
over the ground there, as he was anxious to 

Shaw Collegiate Institute, Raleigh, N.  C. 

have a Baptist school in each Southern State. 
He found at Raleigh a young preacher, 
Henry Martin Tupper, who had educated 
himself with a view to going as missionary 
to Africa, but who had volunteered in the 
Federal army that he might acquaint him- 
self with the negro in the South as a prep- 
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aration for his work in Africa. At the close 
of the war he decided that he could do 
more for Africa by establishing a school in 
the South to train negroes as missionaries 
to Africa. He had built a small church 
house for the freedmen, with schoolrooms 
in the rear of it, and was preaching to the 
negroes and teaching those who would come. 
There was a handsome building not quite* 
completed, called Peace Institute, which, on 
account of the war, was in a moribund con- 
dition, and was offered for sale. Dr. Sim- 
mons asked Mr. Tupper about the building, 
and the price it was held at, and learning 
that the price was $20,000, and that Tupper 
knew a man in Massachusetts who might 
give $10,000 towards paying for it, Dr. 
Simmons advised him to write to his friend. 
He did so, and Elijah Shaw went down to 
Raleigh, looked at the property, and agreed 
to give one-half the money. When the 
board agreed to give the other half, the own- 
ers of the property refused to sell, because 
the property was wanted for a freedmen's 
school. On his return from New Orleans, 
Dr.   Simmons stopped  at  Raleigh  and was 
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much disappointed in not getting the Peace 
Institute property. They found that General 
Berringer was willing to sell his homestead 
of eight acres, well located, for $15,000, and 

The Estey Building, Raleigh, N. C. 

a trade was at once closed, and $100 paid 
down, with the remainder to be paid in sixty 
days. Dr. Simmons came on to New York, 
arranged for the money,—Mr. Shaw giving 
about one-half of it,—and then Shaw Uni- 
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versity was begun. It has since been en- 
larged, and now has good buildings, with de- 
partments of medicine, law, and theology. 
This school is doing a magnificent work in 
North Carolina. 

WAYLAND SEMINARY 

There was a school started at Washington, 
D. O, and Dr. Simmons went there to se- 
cure property and place the school on a 
sure foundation. From an address delivered 
by him before the Jubilee meeting of the 
Home Mission Society, in 1882, we extract 
the following: 

" For several hours one day, General O. 
O. Howard, then at the head of the Freed- 
men's Bureau, and I, rode together in select- 
ing this spot. I was then secretary of the 
Home Mission Society. He strongly and 
repeatedly urged that we put our school 
within the grounds of Howard University, 
and kindly offered us space for that pur- 
pose. But the advantages of an independent 
site, and the attractions of Meridian Hill, 
determined me, and our board cordially ap- 
proved.    While erecting this building I re- 
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member to have applied to the late Asa Wil- 
bur, of Boston, to give us his aid. He answered 

Wayland Seminary,   Washington, D. C. 

with   characteristic   promptness   and   frank- 
ness: (No, I will not.    For there should be 
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no school at Washington. The corrupting 
influences of Congress will destroy the morals 
of the young men.'   To which I replied: 

" ' You are mistaken. We establish this 
school in Washington on purpose. We 
mean to train our Freedmen preachers right 
there in the face of Congress, to resist the 
corruptions of Congress, and so to preach as 
to reform the morals of Congress.7 To which 
he wrote back: 

"c If that is your plan, all right; I ap- 
prove, and enclose to you my check for three 
hundred dollars.' " 

This school was named in honor of Presi- 
dent Francis Wayland, Dr. Simmons's be- 
loved instructor in Brown University. It 
was later consolidated with Richmond Theo- 
logical Seminary, with Rev. Dr. Malcolm 
MacVicar as president. 

ROGER WILLIAMS UNIVERSITY 

In Nashville there was a small school 
struggling for existence under the very 
shadow of Fisk University, Dr. Simmons 
went down there and spent a month in the 
home of Dr. Dake and thoroughly investi- 
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gated the situation. A splendid property, 
known as the Gordon estate, lying between 
Vanderbilt University and the city, was for 
sale.    Rev. Dr. D. W. Phillips, then at the 

Nashville Institute, Nashville,  Tenn. 

head of the school known as Nashville In- 
stitute, saw the necessity of having a perma- 
nent home for the school. 

We extract from the Home Mission Her- 
ald, of September, 1874, the following: 
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" It was therefore manifest, that to remain 
on our muddy side-hill lot, in a long awk- 
ward old shell of a building, and under the 
shadow of the great Fisk University, rising 
so proudly over our heads, meant death to 
the Baptist school! For we could not retain 
either the patronage or the respect of the 
coloured people, or of the whites, in such 
circumstances. 

" The coloured people and the white people 
of Nashville therefore, and also Brother 
Phillips himself, favoured leaving North 
Nashville after looking at all the facts. I 
told Brother Phillips plainly, however, of 
the prospect that I might not remain at the 
rooms after the anniversaries, and charged 
him not to favour the purchase of the thirty 
acres known as the ' Gordon property' (sit- 
uated a mile and a half away), except with 
that understanding. And in view of it all, 
he not only favoured the purchase, but 
helped heartily in consummating it; and I 
am of opinion that Professor Phillips and I 
never did a better month's work for the 
Baptist denomination than in making this 
purchase. Brother H. G. Scovel and other 
friends in Nashville, who generously assisted 
in this important transaction, are entitled to 
special mention and hearty praise. The mo- 
ment Brother Phillips first saw the Gordon 
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property, he said to me, (Ifwe could get that 
place, it would be everything we could 
ask.7 I had been of this opinion for several 
days, and we did get it, thanks to the kind 
favour of our Heavenly Father. 

" So pleased was one of the noble-hearted 
members of our Board with this purchase 
(Nathan Bishop, LL.D.) that in the midst 
of the board meeting in which I told my 
story of the purchase, after returning from 
Nashville last March, he voluntarily pledged 
$1,000 towards meeting the payment of 
September 1; and a brother in Rhode Island, 
whom I went to visit about the same time, 
has since pledged $2,000 more." 

The property was purchased for $30,000, 
and Roger Williams University is the result. 
It has been said that the Home Mission So- 
ciety has since been offered $200,000 for 
this property, secured through the wise 
management of Dr. Simmons for $30,000. 

AUGUSTA SEMINARY 

Dr. Simmons purchased a small property 
in Augusta, Ga., and the school there was 
placed under Rev. J. T. Roberts, LL.D., a 
native of  South Carolina, and was carried 
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on successfully for several years. But it was 
decided that Atlanta was a more central 
position, and the school was transferred to 
that city and became the Atlanta Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

Seven schools were thus founded directly 
through the instrumentality of Dr. Simmons, 
as the efficient secretary of the Home Mis- 
sion Society, and at a time when sectional 
spirit was high and prejudices strong; yet 
he held the confidence of the brethren North 
and won the hearts of the brethren South. 
Another quotation from his Jubilee address 
shows his breadth of feeling for the people 
of the South: 

" The agony of the nation's birth-throes is 
over, and we all rejoice together that five 
millions of our African brethren have been 
born unto liberty. No more earnest words 
have been spoken in advocacy of the So- 
ciety's work among the Freedmen, than have 
fallen from the lips of such noble Baptists 
as Governor Brown, of Georgia; Dr. E. T. 
Winkler, of Alabama; Drs. Broadus and 
Boyce, of Kentucky; Drs. Tupper and Curry, 
of Virginia, and, last of all, our own gen- 
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I erous-hearted brother,  the inimitable editor 
of the Religious Herald, Dr. A. E. Dickin- 
son.    And these brethren are not only talk- 

I ing on our side, but some of them are be- 
I ginning  to   give   of   their   money,   and   are 

also encouraging others in the South to give. 
This is as it should be. The South cannot 
afford to neglect these people, who are 
starving for the bread of life at their very 

I doors." 

I Dr.  Nathan  Bishop, who was  afterward 
the efficient secretary of the Home Mission 
Society, was the bosom friend and chief- 
counsellor of Dr. Simmons in his great work 
of establishing these schools. He gave 
thousands of dollars to aid in planting and 
sustaining them; and, in speaking of Bishop 
College at Marshall, Tex., established after 
his death by that elect lady, Mrs. C. C. 
Bishop, his wife, Dr. Simmons says, in the 
Jubilee  address: 

" The Bishop Baptist College, at Marshall, 
Tex., was established in 1881. It is named 
in honor of Nathan Bishop, LL.D., the 
memory of whose wisdom and piety hallows 
all    our    denominational    assemblies.      Dr. 
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Bishop said to me one day as we were to- 
gether alone: 

" ' I have been blamed for giving so many 
thousand dollars for the benefit of coloured 
men. But I expect to stand side by side 
with these men on the Day of Judgment. 
Their Lord is my Lord. They and I are 
brethren; and I am determined to be pre- 
pared for that meeting.' 

" These sound and devout words will one 
day be engraven, I doubt not, upon some 
mural tablet within the enclosure of the in- 
stitution that bears his name, and in the eyes 
of all right-thinking men will constitute his 
best epitaph." 

Dr. Simmons afterwards wrote an appre- 
ciative sketch of Dr. Bishop's life under the 
title, " The Man Greatly Beloved." 

In 1874 Dr. Simmons closed his work and 
retired, as secretary of the Home Mission 
Society. At the anniversaries at Washing- 
ton, the following resolution, offered by Dr. 
H. L. Wayland, was adopted: 

" Rev. James B. Simmons, D.D., entered 
on his labours as corresponding secretary in 
1867; two years later the work of the So- 
ciety  was   divided;   and   the   Southern   and 
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Educational Department was committed to 
him. The present condition of our educa- 
tional work in the Southern States bears a 
most impressive testimony to the wisdom, 
the energy, and the consecration exhibited in 
the location and the conduct of the Freed- 
men's schools and in the development of 
Christian enterprise and liberality in their 
behalf. He has written his name upon the 
religious history of an emancipated race. 
Their future will be his monument. We 
cannot ask more in his bej^£^^^Hljat the 
same blessing of God mj^^^fttf^i^^ the 
labour for God and rrf^>which mav? -Here- 
after engage his pow< 

We cannot close thrk sketch of hisAifef as 
secretary without refer^e^te^Jii^^j^r^ for 
Mexico. He had heard^d^£^tfig£e^^as a 
young Englishman, Thomas M. Westrup, 
who was a Baptist, living in Monterey, Mex- 
ico, and a licensed preacher. He wrote to 
Mr. Westrup, to meet him in New Orleans 
and talk over the field. Westrup came with 
Dr. Simmons to New York, and uniting with 
the Strong Place church, Brooklyn, was or- 
dained a missionary and sent back to Mexico. 
He laboured several years under the board 
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of the Home Mission Society, and succeeded 
in organizing several churches. The work 
in Mexico was afterward discontinued by the 
Home Mission Society, but the churches 
maintained their organization through a 
period of about ten years, without any help 
from the Board. Dr. O. C. Pope visited 
that field and recommended that the Home 
Mission Society again take up the work, 
which was done with vigour, and now the 
whole region of Mexico is dotted with Bap- 
tist churches. 

Dr. Simmons was always looking for open 
doors through which to send the Gospel, 
and he did not hesitate to enter Mexico when 
he found an open door there. 

AGENCY WORK 

The Columbian University in Washington, 
D. C, had a generous offer from Mr. W. V. 
Corcoran, of property valued at $200,000, 
provided $100,000 additional was contributed 
to the University in two years. One year 
and a half had already elapsed and only 
about $40,000 had been raised. Dr. Sim- 
mons was induced to undertake the work of 
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raising $6opoo within the time mentioned. 
It was like leading a forlorn hope to attempt 
it, but $300,000 for the Uniyersity depended 
upon his success. Burdened with the great 
responsibility, but looking unto God for 
help, Dr. Simmons threw his whole soul 
and body into the work, and ere the six 
months ended, he reported $64,000, and 
thus secured $300,000 to the Baptist work 
of Christian education. 

THE PUBLICATION SOCIETY 

After a pastorate of eight and one-half 
years with Trinity Baptist church, New York 
City, Dr. Simmons was elected " unanimously 
and enthusiastically" by the board of the 
American Baptist Publication Society, of 
Philadelphia, field secretary for the State of 
New York. The officers at the rooms in 
Philadelphia, from time to time, advised 
with him on questions of importance, and he 
has repeatedly been sent to other sections of 
the country to adjust delicate and difficult 
questions involving the interests of the So- 
ciety.    His work was much more than that 
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of a district secretary, and he was often 
employed as the trusted counsellor and re- 
sponsible representative of the Society in 
different parts of its field. 

As soon as he was appointed, Deacon 
Horace Waters, who was a member of 
Trinity church during his pastorate, and 
the pastor's especial friend, said to him, " I 
have left in my will $5,000 to aid in carry- 
ing on the revision of the New Testament. 
You may say to your board that I will pay 
over that money immediately, and before 
my death, if the Society will undertake the 
work." Dr. Simmons placed the proposition 
before the Society, and it was accepted, and 
he was largely instrumental in raising a 
fund of about $20,000 for revising and print- 
ing the Bible. The revision of the New 
Testament was done by Drs, Broadus, Hovey, 
and Weston, and when published by the 
Society, was pronounced to be the best ver- 
sion of the many which have been pub- 
lished. 

Dr. Simmons persistently pushed the work 
of raising contributions for the Bible work, 
the mission work, and the Chapel car work 
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of the Society, and by his energy, his large 
experience, his wide general acquaintance, 
and loving spirit, made himself invaluable 
to the great Society which is doing so much 
to evangelize, by pen, and type, and tongue, 
the teeming millions  of  this  earth. 

A pastor wrote: " Of all the circular let- 
ters that come to me, that from Dr. Sim- 
mons is the best. It is a delight to read it. 
I said to my wife, ' This is a model letter.' " 

Dr. Simmons was welcome to every pulpit, 
and made friends for the Society wherever 
he went. For fourteen years he held this 
important position, and the Society had no 
more able and efficient representative than he. 

I must now insert a chapter from my 
cherished friend and brother, Rev. O. C. 
Pope, D.D. He was for ten years a member 
of the Calvary Baptist church here in New 
York, and as his pastor, I am happy to bear 
testimony to his great worth. He is a skilful 
organizer, an enthusiastic worker, and a ma- 
jestic leader of enterprises and of men. The 
work he did in Texas as Superintendent of 
Missions there, the work he did in Mexico, 
and the still greater work he did as Super- 
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intendent of the Church Edifice Department 
of the American Baptist Home Mission So- 
ciety, speak volumes in his f avour. He seems 
now to have entered upon the crowning work 
of his life as President of Simmons College, 
Albilene, Tex. 


